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the standard of administration is good; more often it is inefficient or
corrupt. There is a great deal of difference between the policies of the
Governments of Russia and India, and, consequently, between the people's
condition and feelings in the two countries. But the officials in both countries
have more or less excessive powers and, therefore, the relations between
them and the people are not what they should be. It must be clear from
the foregoing that the feelings and demands of the people are, in several
respects, the same in both countries, though the conditions differ. This
is due to the far too scanty contact between the ruler and the ruled. As

' the causes are similar, so are the results.

Wonderful are the ways of Nature. Last November, there was a
public discussion regarding the agenda for the Congress session at Bombay.
About the same time, the local assemblies in Russia, called Zemstvos,

.declared their aspirations and demands. Whereas the resolutions to be
moved in the Congress session were first discussed in provincial commit-
tees and subsequently published by the Congress Committee, the resolu-
tions of the Zemstvos were first published in St. Petersburgh and there-
after received the assent of 31 out of 34 local Zemstvos.

[From Gujarati]                                                                  (Incomplete1}

Indian Opinion, 21-1-1905

291. THE PLAGUE*
JOHANNESBURG
January 23, 1905
Last week I sent you news of the outbreak of plague and outlined
preventive measures to be observed.3 Meanwhile, six or seven cases have
been reported from Durban, all of them Indian or Kaffir. That the
plague does not take long to spread among our people seems to be
patent enough. If it spreads further, it will render our movements diffi-
cult. No one should fail to observe last week's instructions.
The maternal uncle of the boy who died of plague had come here to
see him. He fled to Pretoria in fear, with the result that he got into
more trouble. He and his family were inoculated and kept under quaran-
tine for a few days. Had he, instead of running away, stayed here under
the supervision of the authorities, he would have been spared all this trouble.
The condition of the Malay Location here has greatly deteriorated
in some respects. People have huddled together and some of them pay
no heed whatever to any talk of sanitation. A committee has been
appointed, which goes out every night to inspect the houses; and it has
1  This series was not continued
2  This was published as a despatch *fFroni our Correspondent".
3  Vide "Plague in Johannesburg", 16-1-1905.